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By Millie Drum 	
	 Paso Robles is on the threshold 
of becoming one of the top eques-
trian and event destinations in the 
western United States. Comple-
menting the western and cutting 
horse shows held at the Paso Robles 
Event Center, a new venue, the Paso 
Robles Horse Park, looks forward to 
welcoming a variety of new events 
including Hunter/Jumper shows 
and educational clinics, other En-
glish-discipline horse shows, as well 
as a variety of wine and music festi-
vals, dog shows and other events. 
	 The Paso Robles Horse Park is 
under construction on a beautiful 
67-acre parcel with plans to open 
in May 2015. Along with a large 
grass field, four arenas and horse 
stalls, RV camping for events will 
be available in addition to oth-
er fine amenities. The venue has a 
grass berm overlooking the grass 
field and the entire facility. The VIP 
and other viewing areas are located 
on the picturesque berm providing 
the best seats in the house!
	 “The Park began as a vision of 
equestrian enthusiast and competi-
tor, Linda Starkman.” Park Director, 
Amanda Diefenderfer comment-
ed, “She has taken that vision and 
brought to life a facility that appeals 
directly to the needs of show jump-
ing competitors but also does so 
much more. Set amongst the iconic 
rolling hills and oak trees, the ex-
pansive turf field and amenities suit 
a range of event needs making the 
Park the perfect addition to the hap-
pening scene of Paso Robles.”
	 The Paso Robles Horse Park will 
open with its Kick-Off Hunter/
Jumper Schooling Show on May 9 
and 10. This first event is intended to 
welcome local competitors and the 
community to celebrate the opening 

of this new facility. Following 
that, they will host an “A” Hunt-
er/Jumper Memorial Day Clas-
sic on May 20 through May 24 
with 500 horses expected. 
	 The expansive turf field mea-
sures 300 foot x 500 foot with 
a sophisticated combination of 
soil, grass and watering system. 
The grass is a special hybrid of 
Bermuda, planted on a uniquely 

designed base of soil that will provide 
turf that is firm and resilient for safe 
footing during the jumping events 
and a breathtaking setting for other 
events. There are no sprinklers in the 
turf field. Watering is done with an 
innovative system of watering guns. 
The utilization of this special water-
ing system combined with a number 
of other considerations highlight the 
water-conscious approach the Paso 
Robles Horse Park took in devel-
oping this new venue. There is no 
asphalt, no concrete or curbs. The 
walkways and roadways are laid with 
decomposed granite to ensure the 
safety of the horses and their riders. 

	 “The town of Paso Robles has 
shown a great deal of excitement for 
the Paso Robles Horse Park. It’s a 
great venue in a gorgeous location,” 
says Dale Harvey of West Palms 
Events. “They are eager to welcome 
the four weeks of events to Paso 
Robles, a town that offers so much to 
our competitors too.” The announce-
ment of the 2015 inaugural season at 
the Paso Robles Horse Park was very 
well received especially throughout 
the show jumping community. 
	 Paso Robles Horse Park is lo-
cated off Hwy 46 East to Airport 
Road at 3801 Hughes Parkway.  For 
more information visit www.paso-
robleshorsepark.com

The inaugural show jumping 
competition season offers a 

full list of classes from beginners 
short stirrup divisions to the 

Grand Prix classes.
Kick-Off Schooling Show 

May 9 – 10  
Central California 

Memorial Day Classic
May 20 - 24

Central California Classic 
May 27 - 31

Central California Fall Classic
Oct. 28 - Nov. 1

Central California 
Oak Tree Classic

Nov. 4 - 8

Linda Starkman and her dog, Buddy, above. 
The Paso Robles Horse Park will be inviting  

a variety of hunter/jumper shows,  
clinics and more.

The Park sits on a  67 acre parcel opening  
in May of 2015. Linda and her husband, 

Dave at the ground breaking.
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